A Multicolored Coat

Many Jews refusing to believe in the God as depicted in the Torah abandon their faith altogether, while remaining proud of their Jewish heritage.  Some of these transfer study of the Torah to study of the earth and of the universe around it in their search for understanding.

One Jew who took an unusual approach to life was Yeshayahu Leibowitz.  He had a Ph.D. in Chemistry in Germany, but was driven from that country to Switzerland by the appearance of the Nazi regime.  In Switzerland he became an M.D. and then moved to Palestine in 1935.  He never practiced medicine, but at Hebrew University began study in the fields of biochemistry and neurophysiology and became a faculty member there.  At age 70 he was forced to retire, but moved to the Department of Philosophy, and unpaid, taught there.
He objected to idea that the state of Israel had a God given rights.    He considered the Western Wall an idol.  He did not agree that the Jews had a divine right to the lands they occupied or the right to expand their occupation.  Israel is a secular state and its laws derive from the Knesset.  If the Knesset accepts some of the laws of the Torah, that is their decision.  Those laws don’t derive from the authority of religion, but from the authority of the Knesset. 

In his own life he followed the Jewish Law or halacha.  He said the halacha was the foundation of Judaism, and not the Bible.  For him following the law depends on the understanding of the law.  As he said, two judges may decide quite differently, although both quote the same law.  The Tamud is not the source of halacha.  It’s the first codification of the halacha.  Halacha is a process.

He was asked,  You say, there’s a God, but I don’t know what he looks like, what he is, what it is, how it works, if it works, but I accept that there is God.  And that doesn’t bother you?  He answered, it bothers me very much!

Yeshayahyu Leibowitz lived as an orthodox Jew, because it had worked for his family and it worked for him.  He was not a fundamentalist, and he was a thorn in the side for fundamentalist Jews.
He accepted all Jews regardless of whether they chose to follow halacha, followed it partially, or not at all.  He felt they had a right to their decision.  As far as he was concerned, a person from another religion that chose to convert to Judaism was a Jew, because they made that decision.

He saw halacha as providing a scaffold for living.

